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                            Importance of Animals

                            
                                We share our world with billions of animals. Many of them are raised on farms while others share our home as pets. They support economies, improve diets, provide companionship and more.


Explore the pages to the right and learn why our world relies on healthy animals.                            
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                            Global Challenges

                            
                                Our planet is rapidly changing. The population is growing; more people are joining the middle class. All of them deserve good nutrition and health.


Explore the pages to the right and see how veterinarians working alongside farmers, researchers, and others can help us meet this challenge.                            
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                            Resources

                            
                                Sign up for our Newsletter to for original articles, interviews, and infographics each month.


Read our Antibiotics Commitment to see how we support responsible use, or view the Antibiotics FAQ to learn exactly how these medicines are used. 


Visit the Story of Animal Health or Animal Health Matters to discover the value of health across the globe.                            
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Brussels, 11 February 2016 – The global animal medicines association has warned that further devastating infectious diseases like the Zika virus could be on the horizon if crucial steps aren’t taken.




The latest research from global disease mapping suggests that populations of disease-carrying insects are on the increase.




Zika is the latest ‘vector-borne’ disease to be deemed a ‘global public health emergency’ – the virus is transmitted by daytime-active Aedes mosquitoes. The latest reports on Zika suggest the disease is predicted to affect up to 4 million people by the end of this year. Climate change has been suggested as one potential cause behind this increase in outbreaks, with warmer weather contributing to growing populations of disease-carrying insects and parasites, such as mosquitoes and ticks.




Many vector-borne diseases are also zoonotic, such as Lyme disease, tick-borne encephalitis, West Nile virus and Leishmaniosis, posing a threat to both animal and human health. Carel du Marchie Sarvaas, Executive Director of HealthforAnimals commented on the worrying global trend. “The devastating potential of emerging and existing, infectious diseases is of serious concern for global public health.” He said, “As reported by OIE, 75% of emerging diseases are zoonotic, which affect human and animal health alike, so there is urgent need for greater collaboration between the two health sectors. It is likely that many zoonotic and vector-borne diseases will become more widespread in the near future.” Currently there are more than 200 identified zoonotic diseases, such as Ebola, the most deadly 13 of which are responsible for 2.2 million human deaths every year. In a report recently launched by HealthforAnimals, global health experts outline the key innovations they feel are urgently required in order to effectively combat the growing threat of zoonotic disease.




One key insight from the report was a call for greater collaboration between the human and animal health sectors. Mr du Marchie Sarvaas added: “The conclusions of the report remain optimistic. The previous response to emergency situations testifies to the healthcare sector’s capability to overcome barriers to collaboration when the situation demands. In order to best prepare for the future, we need to enable and encourage collaborative efforts between organisations and governments, and most importantly between the animal and human health industries.” “Local authorities, farmers and health workers need to be involved in putting in place strategies to manage interactions between human, animal and environmental health issues.” In 2014 HealthforAnimals released a whitepaper, independently authored by Oxford Analytic and supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation which examined the growing threat of vector-borne disease in humans and animals.




The reports form part of a stream of educational content HealthforAnimals release which can be found on its YouTube channel and on its website. To be the first to hear about upcoming content, follow HealthforAnimals on Twitter @Health4Animals. For more information about zoonotic and vector-borne diseases, or to read the HealthforAnimals report: ‘Innovation in animal health’.




‘Zoonotic’ and ‘Vector-borne’ Diseases: The Facts • ‘Zoonotic’ refers to a disease which can be passed between humans and animals • ‘Vector-borne’ refers to a disease which is transmitted by the bite of an infected arthropod species, such as mosquitoes or ticks • Some diseases such as Lyme disease are both vector-borne (transmitted by ticks) and Zoonotic (can affect humans and animals) • The 13 most deadly zoonotic diseases are responsible for 2.2 million human deaths every year • 75 per cent of emerging diseases are zoonotic
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HealthforAnimals represents the animal health sector: manufacturers of veterinary pharmaceuticals, vaccines and other animal health products throughout the world, as well as the associations that represent companies at national and regional levels (referred to as Members).
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                    HealthforAnimals

168 Avenue de Tervueren, Box 8

1150, Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 (0)2 541-0111

info@healthforanimals.org
                    
                        
                        
                        
                        
                        
                    

                

            

        

    
